Modal Verbs

CAN - COULD - BE ABLETO

Meaning Lexical Examples
equivalents

physical, mental or legal | can play the guitar. I'm afraid | can’t make it tomorrow.

(in)ability of doing sth My son could read when he was five. | think I'll be able to
help you. You can have a driving license when you’re 18.
Is he really able to do this job? (very formal) I've never
been able to avoid arguments.

request; asking for or Can | sit down here? Could | speak to Mrs. Finn? You can

giving permission to do borrow my car for the weekend. Sorry, you can’t park

sth; prohibition here.

(im)possibility of doing managed Despite the storm the sailors were able to reach the

sth only once in the past | failed shore. BUT: use ‘could’ with state verbs or negatives.

Although they were speaking quietly | could hear some
words. | couldn’t pass my exam.

-‘Be able to’ can denote an ability of doing sth repeatedly
in the past, usually as a comment to a single action.

He couldn’t swim across the river although he had been
able to do so before.

forming Conditionals and
Wishes

Could you do the same? If he had known the truth then he
could have made the right decision. | wish | could fly. Sit
still, so that | could finish your portrait.

suppositional meaning:

can’t believe

negative deduction that;
(improbability of sth) impossible
that

-In this meaning all the 4 types of Infinitive are used;
‘could’ expresses more doubt than can.

Can it be true? They can’t let you down.

They can’t still be waiting for us at the station.

She can’t have left without saying a word.

Could they really have been writing the test for 3 hours?
The letter can’t have been lost! It’s been stolen!

-Mind the lexical changes in cases of double negatives!
-She can’t be reluctant to see him.(reluctant=not want)
-They can’t have failed to find the solution!

-There can hardly be nobody to help.

set expressions

“I can’t help falling in love with you.” | can’t wait to be in
your arms again. | can’t but admit that you are right. |
can’t stand being reproached.

1. Complete the sentences with: can, could or be able to in proper forms.

1), you please be more precise and stick to the point?

2) The book seemed boring in the beginning, | just............................get into it, but now that I've read
four chapters l.....ccooeevevernnene put it down!

) 1 IS wait to see you again!

4) She e, stand being told off. She doesn’t take well to any criticism.

5) My daughter .......cccueueueee.. read when she was six.

6) l wishwe ......ccoevveveeeneee. find ourselves far away from here.

7) Fortunately, We .....cccoceeererereeeeeene. arrive on time, otherwise the group would have left without us.

8) We didn’t see the fire but we ..........ccouu.... smell something burning outside.

9) e | call you back later or better tomorrow?

10) e (Y7o TV D take over the business when | retire?



2. Use proper forms of the Infinitives.
1) Can she really (mean) that? | don’t think so. You just didn’t listen to what she was saying.
2) He can’t (be) aware of our plan!
3) Look at the children. How can they (dance) to such awful music?!
4) Who could (think) ten years ago that even children would be using mobile phones daily?!
5) Why didn’t you clean the house? You could (ask) the kids to help you.
6) Can she still (look) for her purse? It can’t just (lose) here.
7) Sorry, | couldn’t (make) it earlier. The service was really bad this morning.
8) Something must be wrong with your wrist watch. The train can’t (leave) before time.
9) Don’t be cross! The kids can’t (break) this vase on purpose.
10) Can they (hunt) through the shops for three hours?!

3. Make one sentence out of the two, using lexical changes to replace double negatives.
1) Can it be true that your parents didn’t let you go to summer camp in Brighton?
2) Hermione doesn’t want to join us?! That’s impossible!
3) I don’t believe that they didn’t pass.
4) Can it be true that there isn’t any tea at home?
5) It’s hard to believe that she doesn’t know anything.

MAY — MIGHT
Meaning Lexical Examples
equivalents
asking for and giving May | use your phone? (= ‘can’, but formal) Mind the replies!
permission; prohibition —Do, please (Sure etc). — I'm afraid you can't.

You may not stay here. (very formal) You may use this room
as you like. May | please be excused? Might | express my

opinion?
reproach; disapproval You might be more polite! You might have considered the
(might) consequences! (‘could’ is also possible) You might as well do

it yourself. (‘might as well’ is also used in suggestions) —Let’s
call the Browns. —~We might as well text a message.

forming the let May this feeling never change!

Subjunctive Mood Oh that we might end all wars!

suppositional meaning: | maybe; -In this meaning all the types of the Infinitive are used;
positive deduction perhaps; ‘might’ expresses more doubt than ‘may’. “May be yes may

(about 50% certainty) be likely to | be no, may be rain may be snow.” | may not come
tomorrow, so let’s talk now. She may be waiting for us
outside the cinema. The Prime Minister might have been
kidnapped. They may have been working on this project for
several weeks and they may not need any help now.

-‘Might not’ with an infinitive perfect isn’t used; it’s replaced
by ‘fail’ or other words.

He might have misunderstood you! They might have failed to
come to an agreement.

-‘May’ isn’t used in questions. We use ‘might’ or ‘be likely to’.
Might he come alone? Is she likely to come?

-Lexical changes are made to speak about the future.
Perhaps (=maybe) they will spend their honey moon in Spain.

NB Reported Speech -Mind the changes in the Reported Speech!

“Might | leave this book with you” — He asked if he could
leave.... “You may not use this!” — She said | couldn’t use....
-In the suppositional meaning ‘may/might’ don’t change.
She said that Walter may/might already have left.




1. Use may/might with proper infinitives, be likely to or perhaps/maybe + will with the verbs in
brackets.

1)Teenagers (not sit) in front of their screen media all the time if they were offered something more
involving.
2) You needn’t tell me again and again that I'm going to make a mistake. You as well (save) your breath.
3) Why didn’t you slow down? We (kill) in a car crash!
4) What on earth (put) her off me?!
5) Put down the receiver. He (ring) us up every minute.
6) Professor Strauss (lecture) on political science in the London School of Economics next semester.
7) After graduation, | (want) to take a year off.
8) They (not receive) the bill yet. Don’t worry — they (pay) a bit later.
9) Even if it is as dry as never before here in Manchester, in Liverpool it (rain). So, take your umbrella
with you.
10) Don’t take offence, she just (want) to tease you.
11) Nick hasn’t been working hard this semester. He (pass) the exam?
12) He didn’t open the door? Well, he (sleep).
13) Stop feeding the dog! It (not be) hungry.

2. Use: can, could, be able to, may, or might (and synonymous expressions)with proper Infinitives.

1)”"What’s done ................ (be undone)” (proverb)
2) “Even acat ....ccueeunee. (look) at the king.” (proverb)
) - she really (say) she isn’t coming to the class reunion?! She................(be reluctant) to see Will.
4) As | was turning off the motorway this car screeched up next to me, pulled in front of me and
slammed on the brakes! | don’t know how I..................... (slow) down and (turn) left to avoid a crash.
5) The cake smells delicious! | just ........ccccoevevrreneenen. (try) it.
() IR he possibly (pack) one suit-case for two hours?
7) e | (try) another question card? — Sorry, you ................. .
8) If you had come earlier, you.....................(dine) with us.
9) Why cook? We. .......................as well buy take away food.
10) Do you think you .........ccceevevennnne. (install) this programme? Our software engineers .........ccccveuenne.. .
11) She never ......veeveeeveine, (understand) her children.
12) I would be grateful to you if you................... (give) me more information about the course.
13) Personally | think that she...................... (accept) his proposal long ago. How .................. she (hesitate)?
14) ...ccoeceeeeevveeeeeo.Edward (become) CEO next year?
15) I never (belieVe).....eeeececeiereeenas that she would change that much!
16) -She e (not recognise) you! I’'m sure she did. —Do you mean to say she ......cccccccceeeeuenens
(pretend) not to see me?
17) She ......ueuuu.ne. (not finish) the race and given up halfway, just a year ago she ..................... (run) 5 km.
18) Mum said that you ........................(stay) with us when you come to Moscow next time.

19) Whoever (be) mistaken.

20) If your parents forbid you to use the computer when they are not at home, it means that you (not

do) that.

21) “If man .....................(cross) with the cat, it would improve the man, but it would deteriorate the
cat.” Mark Twain

3. Speak about your abilities and skills. Say what you can (can’t) do well and what you could
(couldn’t) do before.

4. Say what you couldn’t (were not allowed to) do as a teenager.

5. Discuss with a partner things that might happen in the future.
E.g. Food pills might become wide-spread in the future because they are healthy and
convenient. One pill can replace a whole meal.



MUST — HAVE TO

Meaning Lexical Examples
equivalents

necessity, | know | must work harder. “You must love me.” | mustn’t
obligation to do or tell her the truth. It was a great day out! We must do it again.
not to do sth from -Mind the answers to ‘must’ questions.
the speaker’s point -Must | translate this text? —Sure (Yes, please) —No, you
of view needn’t

-‘Must’ is replaced by ‘have to’ in the future and past.

I’'m afraid I'll have to attend this meeting.

| had to take work home on Friday.
necessity, If you want to slim, you have to cut down on carbohydrates
obligation to do or and fat. As a travel agent, | have to work at weekends. She
not do sth due to works in a restaurant, so she doesn’t have to get up early.
circumstances or ‘I've got to’ is also used but it’s very informal
smb’s order I’'m afraid I've got to go, my friend is waiting for me.
strong prohibition; You mustn’t litter on the streets! Travellers’ cheques and
often instruction valuables must be kept in the deposit safe box.
insistent advice You must see the doctor!
suppositional probably; -In this meaning all the types of the infinitive are used.
meaning: certainly; She must be in her early fifties.
positive deduction, | surely; It's 1 o’clock. They must be having lunch now.
strong probability | evidently; Nobody in? They must have gone off for a swim.

(80% certainty)

obviously; likely

They must have been working together for many years — they
are on the same wavelength.

-‘Must not’ isn’t used, we make lexical changes.

She hasn’t come yet? She must have failed to catch the 11.30
train. He must be unaware of our plan.

-‘Must’ is replaced by ‘probably’ or ‘be likely’ to speak about
the future.

They will probably move to their new flat in July.

Maggie is persistent in her intentions, she is likely to succeed
anyway.

I’'m afraid you’re not likely to get the pass mark for the test
since you have failed the mock one.

NB Reported
Speech

-‘Must’ in the meaning of obligation is replaced by ‘had to’.

“I must look it through.”— She said she had to look ....

-‘Must’ in the suppositional meaning doesn’t change; in the
meaning of prohibition it can be replaced by ‘could’ or doesn’t
change.

“He must have called you.”— He said he must have called.
“You mustn’t do that!” — She said | couldn’t/mustn’t do that.

1. Complete with must (with proper infinitives) and have to in proper tense forms.
1) You .....cceueeueueenenn.get off the train before it stops.
2) Now that she has inherited her father’s money she.......cccoevvevenrnnnee. work.

3) Are you coming? We

4) l....euu..n....(be) Off.
5) Victor said that he
6) We ..ceeeeenee

It’s too late.

..hurry up!

(reconsider) the contract.
.........be at the station no later than 6.00 if we don’t want to miss the first train.

Y | attend the meeting on Thursday? — No, you .......ccceeereneneee
8) They .....................(leave) just before you came.

9) My boss said that from now on |

...................... work nights.




10) You look exhausted! You ................... (work) too hard.

11) The children had been nagging me to buy them a toy railway for two months. I .....................give in.
12) Hardly had my wife said that I ....................... overtake when that cruddy car zoomed up alongside me
and tore off into the distance.
13) Don’t bother Rick now. He ...................... (read) for his exam in his bedroom.
NEEDN'T

The modal verb ‘need’ is used mainly in negative and sometimes in interrogative sentences (usually
with the 1% person). It expresses absence of necessity to do sth now and in the past. ‘Need’ as a main
verb is equal to the modal verb in its function. It is very close in meaning to ‘not have to’: they both
mean absence of necessity of doing sth, but ‘have to’ — due to the circumstances or sb’s order and
‘needn’t’ - due to the fact that there’s no need to do sth because it’s useless and makes no sense.
‘Needn’t’ doesn’t have a future form.

Study the examples.

-You needn’t explain it to me again. | know it all. = You don’t need to explain it to me again. | know ....
-You needn’t have explained it to me. | knew it all along. = You didn’t need to explain it to me. | knew...
-Nobody need know what you are writing in your diary. = Nobody needs to know what you are writing....
-Need | come? = Do | need to come?

-You needn’t have checked the mail. It's my job.

-Fortunately, | didn’t have to answer the call because my husband did that.

-l hope | won’t have to look after the house when | retire.

OUGHTTO
The modal verb ‘ought to’ is similar to ‘must’. It means:
a) duty and moral obligation E.g. Tell me everything! As your elder sister, | ought to know the truth (it
won’t be a mistake to say “I must know.”)
b) strict guidance ( =must), prohibition (=mustn’t) and criticism (mostly referring to the past)
E.g. You ought to respect authorities. You ought not to behave (have behaved) like that!

1. Study the table. Make sentences of your own to illustrate each rule.

Meaning Modal verb Examples
obligation (I say) must | must do something, immediately.
moral or legal obligation ought to People ought to obey laws.
must
instruction; command; order must You must find them before they find you.
guidance; insistent advice ought to Tell him that he ought to look after himself
better.
prohibition must not You mustn’t leave the kids alone.
ought not to | You ought not to cross the street when the red
light is on.
criticism ought to You ought to have warned me against him! But
you didn’t.
necessity due to have to Read the prescription: you have to take these
circumstances or sb’s order or tablets before you eat something.
guidance
absence of necessity due to not have to | don’t have to work overtime or take work home
circumstances because our duties are well allocated.

2. Paraphrase the sentences, using must; have to; needn’t and ought to.
1) l insist that Maurice come down for the weekend.
2) | think | need to buy a new suit.
3) -Why did you change your dress? It was lovely. — | was made to. One of our little guests peed on it.



4) It isn’t necessary for the babysitter to come every day since | work part time.
5) It will be the right thing to do to behave yourself.

6) It was the right thing to do to book the flight in advance, but you didn’t.

7) It wasn’t necessary for you to mend the juicer. | could have taken it to the repair shop.

8) The bank closes at 7 o’clock. I'd better go now.

9) Have you read that book, “The Rules: Making Men Love You”? It is right, according to the Rules, to
always wear make-up; to agree to meet no more than twice a week; to always finish the telephone
conversation first and to always look enigmatic! And it is against the Rules to show your feelings;
accept an invitation for Saturday later than on Wednesday; call him yourself; or invite him out!

10) It’s absolutely necessary that we become more tolerant.

11) It isn’t necessary for us to compensate for the damage to a third party.

12) Listen, Richard, you have no right to say to me, your Mum, that you are not going to get married.
13) You're obliged to wear a helmet when riding a motorbike, but you can go without it on a bike.

3. Speak about your duties. Ask a partner about their obligations.

SHOULD
Meaning Lexical Examples
equivalents
friendly advice; Close to ‘had You look tired. | think you should go to bed earlier.

recommendation(should for | better You shouldn’t be so self-assured, should you?
general situations; had NB In this meaning ‘should’ is similar to ‘ought to’,
better for a particular case) just the latter is more emphatic.

-regretting sth in the past - lwish | -l have a sore throat, | shouldn’t have eaten so much
(used mainly with the 1% hadn’t done ice-cream yesterday.

person) that

-criticism of somebody -It would’ve -They shouldn’t have left the windows unlocked

else’s actions (mainly past
actions)

been better if

when going away for the weekend.

certainty based on supposedly Let’s see “The Windows”, Mark Davis is in it. The film
evidence, knowledge should be interesting.
set phrases -showing emotion, surprise, annoyance
How should | know what you want to say?
-You must do that. — Should I? Why should I?!
-Why shouldn’t I've done what | wanted to do?
-showing obligation from the speaker’s point of view
(equal to must)
I should say you were right. | should/must admit that
moving to Los Angeles was a big mistake.
forming the Conditional and | If (mind the -Should | know her better, I'd ask her about her stay
Subjunctive Mood Inversion) in New York but I’'m afraid to sound too inquisitive.
-He suggested that we should accept their proposal.
BETO
Meaning Lexical Examples
equivalents

obligation resulting from a
previous agreement

He is to arrive tomorrow. (We’ve fixed the date)
They were to finish this work by the 1 of April.
By terms of the contract, the invoice is to be paid
within 6 days.

NB In a book you can come across ‘be to’
(referring to the past) with the Infinitive Perfect.
They were to have met but he didn’t turn up.




official order (very formal) My boss said | am to be in charge of the
conference.

something destined to happenin He was to become my teacher and friend for many

the past or planned for the future a year. | am to come out in ‘Hamlet’, in Laertes.

set phrases (emotional)denoting can; can’t What’s to be done if she cares for nobody? You

(im)possibility of doing sth are not to judge. Where is he to be found?

1.Rewrite the sentences, using the modal verbs: must (not); ought (not) to; should (not); have to,
needn’t, and be to, to express duty, obligation, necessity, absence of necessity, prohibition, advice,
criticism, and human or “esoteric” arrangement.

1) I've got a stomach ache. | wish | hadn’t eaten that kidney pie.
2) They are putting on “The Merchant of Venice”. Do you know who will be playing Shylock?
3) It’s your duty to put out the household rubbish.
4) | daresay it’s very bad that you're so stubborn.
5) It would be the right thing to do to send them a bread-and-butter letter.
6) She’s been living with her parents since the divorce. Her parents are quite well-off, of course, she
doesn’t pay for accommodation and food.
7) It was wrong of him to touch upon this matter.
8) My wife doesn’t want to live in the house that | inherited from my parents. The only thing to do is
sell it and find something smaller and cheaper.
9) By terms of the contract, you are obliged to submit a financial report before the fifth of next month.
10) Why did you put my trousers in the washing machine?! They need dry-cleaning.
11) You've already apologised for not congratulating me on my birthday. Don’t do that again.
12) Don’t blow your nose to the view!
13) The plane takes off at 7.30pm. It’s necessary to be at the airport no later than 6.00.
14) It was not until Marion was 33 that she met her Mr. Right. Now she says it was her fated lot in life.
15) That game yesterday was great! You’d have enjoyed it if you’d come with us.
16) She bought a very expensive designer jacket, now she hasn’t got enough money for the rest of the
month.
17) Don’t teach me good manners! It's none of your business.
18) You have a stiff back. Don't lift these heavy boxes.
19) | didn’t expect you to bring me flowers, but it was kind of you.
20) | advise you to have your car serviced.
21) He is so awkward! He is always dropping things!
22) Dick didn’t listen to his Mum and she punished him.
23) linsist that you report this theft to the police.
24) You'd better wear a life jacket when you go white rafting.
25) It’s a pity she signed the rent contract without consulting with a lawyer.

2.Student A: say what you’ve done/are going to do or complain about something. Student B: respond,
expressing sympathy or criticism; or giving advice.

SHALL = WILL-WOULD

Meaning Modal verb Examples

asking for instruction; suggestion shall -Shall I call a taxi?

(used only with the 1% person) -Shall we eat out tonight?

promise; threat; warning shall “We shall overcome.” She shall never give in, I'm
sure. That shall teach you a lesson!

promise; willingness or refusal to will She’ll be always there for you. | won’t tell you

do sth; sth can’t be done more.
The car won't start!




typical behaviour, refusal to do sth will She will always sit in her rocking- chair by the

in the present or past; would window. | tried to explain what had happened
but he wouldn’t listen.

polite request (equal to can/could) will Will you take a message for me?

strengthening the Condition (in if- will If only you will invite him, | won’t come round.

clause)

forming the Conditional Mood would If | were you, | wouldn’t trust him.

There is one more modal verb - dare, which is also used as a regular verb (the meaning is the same). As
a modal verb, it has the forms: dare and dared and expresses the courage or lack of courage to do sth. It
is used mainly in negative and interrogative sentences.
E.g. “l dare not ask a kiss, | dare not beg a smile.” Robert Herrick (1591-1674).

| dared not tell him the truth.

| dare say you shouldn’t interfere in your children’s life.

How do you dare to blame me for one moment of weakness?!

There are also Modal expressions: had better and would rather, expressing desirability (see Unit
Seven) and used to and would. The latter two express a past habit. The difference between them is that
used to goes with all verbs and has an affirmative, negative and interrogative forms, whereas would is
used only with dynamic verbs and has only an affirmative form.

E.g. When a student, | would (=used to) go to the cinema every Saturday.
Did you use to work for your father before?
She didn’t use to wear make-up when she was younger. (Now she does)

1. Complete the sentences with: shall, will, would, used to, had better, would rather and dare.
1) She is a very special character: you ............... never know with her.
2) When | was at school I ................have long hair. Now it is quite short.
3) Why should | peel all these potatoes? They ................peel!
4) You are spoiling the kids. They have already got their Christmas presents. l......ccccccevvveeee..
buy anything else.

5) You shouldn’t tell her that we’re going on a business trip together. You .........cccceveueueee. tell her
that you're going with our boss.

6) —Let me pay off your credit. — No, that’s humiliating. I ..............c..c.c..............do that myself.

7) If you ..o listen calmly, |....................explain everything to you.

8) He is the most ritualistic person | know. When setting off for a journey, he ...................always
say a prayer, drink a glass of water and then throw the glass to the ground.

9)She e....ceeeeeereens ask about the result of the test. He looked so upset, and she knew he ............
tell her anything.

10) Are you better now or ................ | call in a doctor?

2. Rewrite the sentences, using the Modal verbs and expressions in their proper forms and with
proper Infinitives. In 9) and 12) you'll have to use two modal verbs.

can (x2) be able to may must (x3) have to should (x2)
needn’t be likely to will shall would(x2)  oughtto
would rather had better be to used to dare

1) I’'m sure she will cope with the problem.
2) If you don’t see a jar of instant on that shelf, it only means that we’ve run out of coffee.
3) The room is dirty and the carpet stinks! I've told you many times not to play with the dog in
your room.
4) | do feel guilty: | didn’t tell my best friend that her husband was having an affair with his colleague.
5) I'm afraid you stand a 50% chance of coming down with flu.
6) | put your passport in that drawer. It’s impossible that you didn’t find it there.
7) Do you want me to call the customer service?



8) Nothing will make me believe that she did it on purpose.
9) I'm sorry for keeping you waiting. The bus was late, | waited and then took a taxi.
10) We've bought a lot of tasty things and the weather is fine. The picnic is going to be great!
11) Are you going to your club again?! I'd prefer to see you at home tonight.
12) My children were very obstinate. Whatever | told them to do they did the opposite.
13) It was agreed that our partners would equip the premises, but they are playing for time.
14) | didn’t feel like asking her about the court decision.
15) It wasn’t necessary to translate the whole text, the teacher told us to translate the first two
paragraphs.
16) Don’t reach for your camera. It is forbidden to take pictures in the museum.
17) It would be safer (for you) not to go alone. It’s rather late.
18) He inserted the key in the lock, trying to open the door quietly, but it didn’t open at all.
19) My grand-dad is accustomed to asking me: “What else have you done?” whenever we face
each other in the house.
20) | managed to complete the test on time.

3. Study the table and complete it with examples of your own.

Meaning

Modals

Examples

(in)ability of doing sth

can; could; be able to

logical assumption:

-possibility (50% certainty) -may; might
-probability (80% certainty) -must; be likely to
-certainty based on evidence -should
-certainty resulting from -be to

previous arrangement
-improbability -can; could

necessity:

-duty, obligation from a -must

speaker’s point of view
-instruction; rules
-obligation due to sb’s
instruction or circumstances
-moral obligation; order

-must; have to
-have to

-ought to; must

-sb’s order (very formal) -be to
absence of necessity:
-due to circumstances or rules -not have to
-due to lack of real need -needn’t
advice:
-strong and insistent -must; ought to
-friendly -should
-with a feel of warning -had better
reproach; criticism could; might

criticism or regret referring
to the past

should; ought to; could

sth destined or expected

be to

request; asking for and
giving permission; prohibition

can, could, may, might

prohibition mustn’t; can’t; may not;
ought not to; be not to
asking for instruction; -shall; must
proposal -should
typical behaviour in the -will

present or past

-would; used to




promise; refusal; threat;
irritation; indignation

will; shall; should;
be to

desirability; preference

would rather

(lack of) courage to do sth

dare

forming the Conditional and
Subjunctive Mood

would; could; may;
might; should




